NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES

HIPPA LAWS

EFFECTIVE DATE APRIL 14, 2003

THIS NOTICE DESCRIBES HOW MEDICAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU MAY BE USED AND DISCLOSED AND HOW YOU CAN GET ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATIONS…PLEASE REVIEW IT CAREFULLY.

1) Cornerstone Wellness Clinic’s commitment to you about your medical files: We know the information we get from you is private.  Starting April 14, 2003, Cornerstone must comply with the new Federal laws to protect your information under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA).   The information Cornerstone receives and keeps private about you is called “protected health information”, or PHI.  PHI may be your name, social security number, ID number, or even why you are sick.

Under the new law, the Notice of Privacy Practices must tell you how Cornerstone may share your PHI.

Cornerstone reserves the right to apply any changes in its Privacy Practices.  If Cornerstone changes its Privacy Practices, you will be mailed a new notice.

2) Cornerstone may use and share your PHI w/o your authorization: For billing purposes only Cornerstone may share your PHI with your insurance company, your other doctors, your attorney, state workers compensation board, or state insurance board. This may be done by mail, fax or electronically through a clearinghouse. If you are a non-insurance patient, Cornerstone Wellness clinic will not release your PHI without your written authorization. 

3) If Cornerstone shares your PHI in other ways: Cornerstone will need your written permission to use your PHI in other ways.  If you give us your written authorization and then change your mind or decide to cancel it, you MUST let Cornerstone know in writing.

4) Your rights to health information privacy:

-You may see and receive copies of your medical billings and records; 

-Cornerstone may charge to make the copies.  

-You may change or add information; you have the right to send in a written request to change wrong or add missing PHI. You must tell Cornerstone why you want to do this because we may deny your request in certain cases.

-You may ask to whom has Cornerstone sent your PHI.  You request must be sent in writing.

-You may ask Cornerstone not to share your PHI (except for treatment, payment or health care operations).  The law says Cornerstone does not have to agree to do this.

5) What Cornerstone must do:

- Cornerstone must tell you how your PHI is kept private.

- Cornerstone must give you this notice.

- Cornerstone must comply with the privacy law.

6) How to file a complaint:

If you think you have a complaint you must write a letter to:


HIPPA Compliance Officer


Cornerstone Wellness Clinic


3473 Main Ave. #15


Durango Co. 81301

You may also file a complaint with the Secretary of Health and Human Services by writing to:


Secretary of US Department of Health and Human Services


Attn: Office of Civil Rights


200 Independence Ave. SW


Washington DC. 20201

7) Cornerstone cannot take away your benefits or retaliate against you if you file a complaint. Need more information?  You may contact HIPPA Compliance Officer at (970) 247-5519.
I HAVE RECEIVED, READ, AND UNDERSTAND THE NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES AND HIPPA LAWS.

____________________________


_____________

Signature







Date

Cornerstone


Wellness


Clinic








